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own studios are certainly not getting salaries for it ! It is to the 
advantage of the academy to utilize, if possible, all these now 
scattered ways and means. And is it not a reflection on human 
nature that suggestions to this end should be looked upon as 
" Macchiavellian schemes for selfish ends," or attempts to obtain 
control of the academy's collections ? We want no better evidence 
than such language, to show that something more important 
than money is wanting here. The need of something else was 
very evident during our Centennial, when enormous collections, 
which might have been had for the asking, were allowed to be 
taken to Washington under our very eyes. 

We close with an allusion to the opinion expressed in this part 
of the paper, that " the professors would be the only experts who 
would have free access to the collections." There is no provision 
to this effect expressed or implied in the by-laws or the proposed 
alteration of them. The by-laws provide for the reverse. The 
privileges now enjoyed by members of the academy would not 
be restricted in the least, but would rather be increased through 
the additions to the collections which would follow. The new 
by-law simply protects the new material which may hereafter be 
obtained through the exertions of a professor for purposes of re- 
search, from distribution through the museum, before it is used, 
and specifies who shall use it first. This is simple justice, and it 
will ever remain the condition on which the academy's collections 
can be increased in any important degree. Expectations of ob- 
taining collections in any other way are illusive. By new material 
is not meant material new to the museum, but that which is new 
to science. At present, this entire subject, which is the working 
basis of the institution, is thoroughly misunderstood. It is not 
well to fear the granting of these privileges, for it is a question of 
their being enjoyed by a few persons or by none at all. No two 
persons can use the same material at the same time, nor can its 
first use be enjoyed by more than one person. 
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RECENT LITERATURE. 

Notes on New England Isopoda. 1 — In this paper we have a . 
list, with notes on the distribution, of forty-three species of 
Isopoda found on the coast of New England (including one which 
has not yet been observed south of Labrador), jfanira spinosa 
and Leptochela rapax are the only new species described. Of 
these forty-three species, ten have been found only south of Cape 
Cod ; fifteen are common to both sides, and eighteen appear only 
north of the cape, and eleven occur on the European shores. 
Of these eleven, Tanais vittatus has been found south of the 

1 Notes on New England Isopoda. By Oscar Hargf.r. Proceedings of the United 
States National Museum, 1879, pp. 157-165. 
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cape but not north, while Jeer a albifrons {copiosa Stm.),' IJotea 
irrorata, Limnoria ligiiorum and Lcptocliela algkola are found on 
both sides of that promontory. In' the paper we notice that no 
species of Bopyridae (with the exception of Cepon distortus) is 
reported south of Massachusetts. Dr. Leidy informs us that 
during the last summer he found Crangon vulgaris at Atlantic 
City, N. J., badly infested with another species. — J. S. K. 

Carcinological Papers of Paul Mayer. 1 — We have here 
two papers, one on the color changes of the Isopoda, the 
other descriptive of a new parasitic crustacean, Ive balanoglossi, 
found, as the name indicates, in the body cavity of Balauoglossu. 
The sexes closely resemble each other, except that the males are 
much the smaller. The body is not segmented, but the five pairs 
of appendages which are present show their articulate character 
more plainly than in many Lerneans. The stomach is a blind 
sac, and the circulatory apparatus is wanting. The male adheres 
to the female near the genital opening. Dr. Mayer succeeded in 
rearing the Nauplius from eggs. — J. S. K. 

Herrick's Entomostraca. 2 — It is occasionally our lot to run 
across the productions of some naturalist, who, laboring under 
the impression that the scientific world has been at a standstill for 
a quarter of a century, deems it his duty to start it, and the re- 
sult is almost invariably the same, it retards the motion which, 
though inappreciable to his senses, nevertheless existed. The 
time necessary to unravel the confusion produced in synonymy by 
such persons is enormous, and the amount of work required can 
only be appreciated by the systematist. 

Such a work is now before us and seems to demand some slight 
attention. The author seems to have had very slight access 
to the literature of the subject, and to be entirely ignorant of any 
work done since the days of Baird's British Entomostraca (1850), 
and Dana's Crustacea of the U. S. Exploring Expedition (185 2), the 
works of Claus, P. E. Muller, G. O. Sars, Lilljeborg, Brady, Birge, 
etc., being unknown to him. The synonymy quoted, however, would 
at first sight indicate an extensive acquaintance with the bibliog- 
raphy, but a slight examination shows that all refere'nees are 
taken second-hand and no credit is given ; for instance, fifty-five 
references are quoted from Daplmia pulex verbatim (but owing to 
careless proof reading not literatim) from Baird's British En- 
tomostraca, and we would venture to say not one of them has 
been verified by our author, and what is more, his Pierian font, 
Baird's work, is not quoted at all in connection with that species. 
We had supposed that the classification of the lower Crustacea 

1 Mittheilungen aus der Zoologischen, Station zu Neapel. I bd. 4 heft, page 
515-522 one plate, 1879. 
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